IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 



1. (Currently Amended) A method of selecting stored video 
programs (Si) in which, together with the video programs (Si) 

their , respective running tim e times (t D j) of the video programs 
and-; — if nec e ssary, an respective information item items (Ij) about 
44^~rnnt-pnf ; for example the genre." of the respective video 
p ro gra m s are stored, wherein, on the basis of a specified time 
dage^oft-^Ag ^gaid method comprising the s teps of: 

multiplying the respective running times of the stored 

the do video programs -H***-) — a-E - e automatically select e d fro m t he 

stored video fHEetepeama— fSj J Yihccic running time ( t ^-)-Hma4r feipliGd b y 
any applicable compression factor (C n ) thereby forming respective 
modified running times; and 

selecting the video programs having respective modified 

running times -ts— shorter than or equal to the a specified time 
duration (AT) . 

2. (Currently Amended) A method of selecting stored video 
programs (Si) in which, with video programs (Si), -fcheir respective 
running time times (t D j) and7^£^eee s3ary , -em respective 
information -irkem —i terns ( I j ) about -feke-content , for cxamfflre— the 
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genre, o£ the respective video programs are stored, wherein said 
method comprising the steps of : 

multiplying the respective running times of the stored 

video programs by any applicable compression factor (C^) thereby 

forming respective modified r unni n g times; 

selecting, on the basis of a specified time duration (AT) 
up to a subsequent video program (Sp) having specified transmission 
start (tpo) and an anticipated transmission end (tpp) , th o se video 
programs (S n ) arc automatically colootod from the stored video 
programs ( S ± ) w kooc punning tim e — frfeQnj * mulMpli ^d-49y^-a«y 

appli c able com p - g es-s-jr o n factor — — Shaving respec tive modifie d 

running times shorter than or equal to N times the specified time 
duration (AT) , where N is between 1 and 2; and 

playing back whorcin the subsequent video program (Sp) -i-6- 

ployed back with a time offset and in a compressed form so that the 

anticipated transmission end (t FE ) of the subsequent video program 

is adhered to. 

3. (Currently Amended) A- The method as claimed in claim 1, . 

wherein said method further comprises: eo m binati on o of: 

forming combinations of a plurality of video programs (S n ) 

■ nrp nut.omnt-.i pally selected, whercin in which a the sum of the 
modified running time (t ^ ), multiplied by any applicable 
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compression factor (G ft ) of each video program (S ft -j — in the 
comb i natio n times is shorter than or equal to N times the specified 
time duration (AT) , where N is between 1 and 2. 



4. (Currently Amended) A — The m ethod as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein— said method further comprises the step of: 

selecting, on the basis of an information item (I B ) 

specified by a user, those video programs (Sq) are seleeted from 

the selected video programs (S n ) wbese having respective content 

information (Iq) corr c spond o corresponding to the user ' o 
r e qu i r e m e nt - user -s pe cif ied informatio n item (I B ) . 

5. (Currently Amended) A- The method as claimed in claim 2, 

whe r e i n— said meth od further comprises the step of: 

.selecting..,. _pn the basis of an information item (I F ) of the 

subsequent video program (Sp) ( those video programs (Sq) 

sej^efee4-^hes efrom the selected video programs having respective 
content information (I G ) ee^esBeRds- corresponding to the 
information item (Ip) of the subsequent video program (Sp) . 

6. (Currently Amended) A -The m ethod as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the stored video programs (S^) contain at least one 
compression factor (Ci) . 
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7. (Currently Amended) A- The m ethod as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the compression factor (C±) of a video program (S^) is 
applied during the storage of the video program (S-[) . 

8. (Currently Amended) A— The method as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the compression factor (Cj_) of a video program (S^) takes 
place in a separate run after the storage of the video program 
(Si) . 

9. (Currently Amended) A-The method as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the method further comprises the step of: 

the user enters e n t e ring an identification code. 

10. (Currently Amended) ft-The method as claimed in claim 9, 
wherein the video programs (S^) are selected as a function of 
parameters assigned to the identification code. 

11. (Currently Amended) A-The method as claimed in Claim 10, 
wherein the parameters assigned to the identification code contain 
a selection of permissible content information items (IjJ . 

12. (Currently Amended) A- The method as claimed in claim 9, 
wherein a user's inputs are stored together with the identification 
code . 
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13. (Currently Amended) ft- The m ethod as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the video programs (S±) are selected as a function of the 

absolute time. 

14. (Currently Amended) A- The m ethod as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the applicable compression, if any, of the video programs 
(Si) takes place as a function of the running time of the video 

program (Si) . 

15. (Currently Amended) fr-The method as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the video program (Si) is compressed as a function of the 
information (Ii) about the contents — for example th e g enr e , of the 
video program (Si) . 

16. (Currently Amended) A playback device -fif- for video 

programs (Si) , said playbac k d evi ce comprising i baviftg 

at least one memory device -f&f- for storing the video 

programs (Si) and thei~:^-~ respective running times (t D j) of the video 
programs ; arid-? — ^g-^fehe^ffie^e"4^v4.-^g 

a control unit -(-IS-) for the selection e-f selecting those 

video programs (S n ) from the stored video programs (Si) whose 

running times (to n ) , when multiplied by any applicable compression 

factor (C n )~~ i-s -, are shorter than or equal to N times a specified 

time duration (AT) , where the factor N is between 1 and 2. 
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17. (Currently Amended) i^ The p layback device (1) as claimed in 
claim 16, wherein said playback device further comprises: 
an input unit (11) ia provided for the input of inputting 

the time duration (AT) . 

18. (Currently Amended) A- The p layback device ■■(■!■■■) as claimed in 

claim 16, wherein said playback device further comprises: 

a memory device 4-34 — for storing information (Ij_) about the 

content, for example the genre, of the video programs (Si)-i& 

provided that io. ., said memory device be ing connected to a— the 

control unit (1 2) for the sele ction of se lecti nq those video 
programs (S n ) from the selected video programs (S n ) whose content 

information (Tq) corresponds to a user's requirement (I B ) . 

19. (Currently Amended) A- The p layback device -{4~}— as claimed in 
claim 16, kayraa^ wherein said playback device further comprises: 

a memory device 4-84— -for storing at least one compression 

factor (C n ) assigned to the video programs (S^) . 

20. (Currently Amended) A— The p layback device (1) as claimed in 
claim 16, wherein said playback device further comprises: 

an input unit (11) — is provided for the entry of inputting a 

user identification code. 
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21. (Currently Amended) j WThe p layback device (1) as claimed in 
claim 16, wherein said playback device further comprises: 

a database -f4~3-) — 1.3 provided for the storage of storing an 

entered time duration (AT) associated with an identification code 
and, if necessary, input (I B ) of an . information item (1-^) about the 
content of the video programs (Sj_) . 

22. (Currently Amended) A-The playback device -f!~}~ as claimed in 
claim 16, wherein s aid playback device f urther comprises,:. 

a summing uni t -ft-G-} — i-s—p-rovi-dedi — whi^h-^Uf?^iifi^^iyr^ — fifr}- 
-i-s— connected to the control unit-H-iS-)- . 

23. (Currently Amended) A- The p layback device ( 1 ) as claimed in 
claim 16, wherein said playback device further comprises: 

at least one compression device -R-4-) — is pro vided for -the 

com p re ssion of compressing the playback of a video program (S^) . 

24. (Currently Amended) A-The playback device -fi-)— as claimed in 
claim 16, wherein said playback device further comprises: 

__a device -fl-5-) — is pr o v i d ed for s el e ction of selecting the 

method of compression of the video programs (S^) . 

25. (Currently Amended) A -The playback device (1) as claimed in 
claim 16, wherein said playback device further comprises: 
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at least one memory device — is provided for the 

temporary atoraac of temporarily storing video signals during 
playback. 

26. (Currently Amended) A- The p layback device ( 1 ) as claimed in 
claim 16, wherein said playback device further comprises: 

a timer ( 1 8) is pr o vid ed that io connected to the control 

unit— f3r3-K 
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